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night the Raja never slept through perturbation of
mind.

Meanwhile another order arrived from the Emperor
telling the Raja to make haste and proceed with his
troops by forced marches to unite with Zain Khan
against the Yusufzais. The Raja was much disap-
pointed on receiving this peremptory command, as
it left him no time to wreak his vengeance on the
Guru. He ordered his staff to remind him of the
Guru on his return, and said that if he did not
then get a rupee from each house in Amritsar,
he would raze the city to its foundations. As the
sacrificial fire flames up when clarified butter is
thrown on it, so did the Raja's spirit burn at the
recollection of the Guru's language. When the
Sikhs communicated to the Guru the Raja's wrathful
words he merely said, ' If the Raja return he will
give us trouble/ Zain Khan the Commander-in-
Chief and Raja Birbar held divided councils. They
were attacked and defeated by the Yusufzais. Zain
Khan escaped with difficulty, but Birbar was slain.1

Prithi Chand in alliance with Sulahi Khan found
ample opportunities of annoying the Guru. Wazir
Khan, the Emperor's assistant Prime Minister, inter-
posed on the Guru's behalf and prevailed on Sulahi
Khan to bring the contending brothers to a com-
promise. The reason why Wazir Khan espoused the
Guru's cause is said to have been the following :
Once as he was lying ill in his house in Lahore,
suffering from dropsy, a Sikh passed by singing the
Guru's Sukhmani.2 As Wazir Khan listened his
pain decreased. When the Sikh had gone beyond
hearing, the pain appeared again. When he returned
by the same route singing the same strain, Wazir
Khan's pain was again allayed. He called the Sikh
and requested him to continue to sing the Sukh-

1  This episode, in defiance of chronology, Is often included by the
Sikh chroniclers in the Life of Guru Amar Das.

2  A composition of Guru Arjan which will subsequently be given.